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Lk Luba 


Ν December 10, 1962 


Dear Plerre: 


I have just read the TIME piece which 
worried the President, and have written 


τος Joa Steele the attached letter trying to 
-  eorwect those of his misinterpretations and 
. -@asstatements about which I heve any personal 


- > knowledge. 


Yet me also say that the remark in the 
LIVE magazine story by Steele implying that 
XY was dissatisfied with the first statement 
Chat you and the President released, on 
Honday of last week, and felt τὲ "cavaiter" 
is quite wrong. I believe I told you and the 
President that I was eatisfied with the state= 
ment, and I have so stated publicly repeatedly. 
XI believe that the feeling that it was 
cavalier and insufficient emerged fren the 
newspapermen and their interpretation, which 
evadentiy Steele shared. 


Cordially yours, 


. Adlai E, Stevenson 


Me,.Plerre ΞΕ, G. Salinger 
Press Secretary to the President, 
‘he White House. 


fisaf ue. 
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Steele 


ΩΣ 


December 10, 1962 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr. John 3teale 

TIME Magacine 

1060 Vermont Avenue H.W, 
Washington, Ὡς ¢. 


Dear John: 


Σ hava Just © read the advance sheets of your pecs 
in TIME, and teke the liberty of mentioning a few items 
because X am sure you want to have all ef this p straight” 
in your own mim! for future reference. And, incidentally, 
X hope this 4s an ond of the matter, because if it is 
prolonged 16 can's help anyone, myself included, and 
more and more talk could diminish my effectivencss in 
a ἀοῦ. I am sure that's the last thing you have in 


| 

First, let me say that the statement that ay 
relationship with the President has “long been uneasy” 
is not carrest. As I teld you, it has been not only 
comfortable, but more and mote so as time has gone on 
and tha Administretion's chanmnela of sommunication have 

| clarified and the opportunities fer conversation wita 

| τὴς President increased, 

| 


Ζ aise mst point out that, after asking Senator 
Kennedy to nominate me in 1956, I aa sure he never 
expected that the reward would be my backing for the 

Vice Presigentiai nomination. Cn the contrary, if I an 

’ nos mistaken, I explained te Wim at the time the situation 
that bad resulced from Estes Kefauyer's withdrawal in ny 
fayer ang the violent pressure from hig delegates to 
sheese his, therefore, 88 my running mate. I doen't 
beiieve chat Senater kennedy at that time had any feeling 
that he had heen maltrested or had been “forced to fight 
for the nomination.” Actually, as you will recali, Σ 
di4 not designsia Senator Kefauver, But threw tie 


Pier. 
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December 10, 1962 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Mr. Joan Steele 

TIE x | 

1000 Vermont Avenue H.W, 


eo De &. 
Dear Johns 


ZI nave just read the advance sheets of your pilece 
in TIME, and take the liberty of mentioning ἃ few tena, 
because ZI am gure you want te have all of this straight 


more and more talk Gould diminish my effectiveness in 
my job. Σ am sure that's the last thing you have in 


First, let us say that the statesent that ay 
relationship with the President hes “long been uneasy 
ia not coxsrest. As I told you, 1t has bdcen not only 
ecoufortable, but more and wore sc as time has gone on 
and the Administration's channels cf communication have 
clarified and the opportunities fer conversation wita 
the President increased, 


< algo aust peint cut that, after esking Senator 
Kennedy to nominate me in 1956, 1 am sure he never 
expseted that the reward would be my backing for the 
Yice Presidential nomination. οἱ the contrary, if I an 
not mistaken, I explained to Kim at the time the attuation 
that hed resulted from Estes Kefauver's withdrawal in oy 
Laver and the yiolent. pressure from his delegates to 
choose his, therefore, as my running mate. I don't 
believe that Senator Kennedy at that time had any frecling 
that he had been maltreated or had been "forced to fight 
for the nomination.” Actualiy, es you «211 recall, f 
Cia not designate Senator Kefauver, but thren the 


bdoep- (ket Ce 
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Vice Preaidential nomination cpen for selection by the 
Convention, te give Senater Kennedy a chance as a very 
attractive aiternativa to Nixon, end to let the Convention 
operate in the way it was intended to operate historically. 
i have always felt that he waa most grateful for this 
opportunity, in view of the fact that his gallant fight 
for the neomination attracted widespread national attention 
and paved the way for his successful campaign in 1960, 


There ia 8180 δ phrase that I “azgonized" over the 
decision not to nominate Senator Kenn in Los Angeles. 
The fact ia that Σ nad long previously told beth him and 
lyndon Jonnsen that I would remain neutral and would not 
seek any delegates for myself or to “stop" anyone. Good 
faith, tuerefore, precluded any possibility ef nominating 
pin at Los Angeles, and I said so, not after agonizing, 

Us BS Gnce. 


There if aise ἃ statement that I hesitated about 
accepting the United Nations job. I did, for the express 
and, I believe, announced reason that I sould not accept 
the appointment until Σ found out whe was te be Secretary 
of State, in view of vhe fact that he had spoken ta me 
price to his appointment of a Secretary of State. 
Obviously, 20 one can work in this position who doesn't 
have.a satisfactory relationship with the Secretary of 
State. Incidentally, it has been widely reported in the 
last week (met in TIME) that I told the President I would 
not serve as our Representative to the United Nations if 

8 Bundy tee Secretary of State. For your information, 
and for future reference, this is not true. So far ag I 
ean recall, 35 name was never mentioned, nor could I have 
ecmuented of his, in view of the fact that I didn't even 
know him. Tne President-elect did discuss with me other 
possibilities for Secretary of State, and I gave hin ay 
candid opinion on eich of them. . 


Tusre is also a atatemens in the plece that I 
sericusly considered running against Dirksen, with the 
impiisation that I was dissatisfied with my job at the 
Ynited Nations. IX gust tell you that I never censideres 
running againat Dirksen at any time, and se stated when 
the possibility was first brought te oy attention. I 
felt the United Nations assignment was more consistent 
with my interests and talents, if any. It was not until 
ister, when Mayor Daley of Cnisage pressed me to consider 


reer et tt RE AL AR ttt te eeprom Oe ew energetic δ. 
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| 

| the nomination and also speke to the President, thas 

| I mentioned it to his, and he made the anphatd 

| recommendation, that you reported accurately, against 

| 1% and urged me to stay. at the United Nations. 

: Pinally, there is a statement that I "talked 
tough" at the United mations oe instructions teiephones 
me by President Kennedy, in the sonfrentation with 
Aubassades Zorin on Ookeber Doth. it te unispertans 
at this stage, but I am sure you will appreciate that 
what I sald and when I said it had to be determined here 
on the spot at the Security Council table. 


Iam aware that it has been widely reported that 
I was not satisfied by ths first statement put out 
the white House, but, as I believe I told you as well as 
others, i saw and approved this statement before it was 
issued. I think you will recall that the Feeling that ὁ 
the statement was "cavalier" was advenced by the press 
at the time it was issusd, not by me. 


| 

| 

: 

| I am sure you won't misunderstand oy anxiety 
to remove any embiguities and srrars. I hope, too, 
that you will have some cpportunity to come up here 
and see thia operation at first hand from time to tine. 

| My first interest is, as you know, net only to do ay job 
well, but alse to expand the erea of understanding ὁ 
the Uniced Mations and the opportunities and oirtiouities 
it presents. 


Yours. 
Adlai E, Stevenson 


P.S. teile thig is 8 personal lester, I would 
liks te suggest tees you compose a fact memo from it 
for TIME's files, sa that the above points wilz be clear 
in any futaute references. 


| 

| - 

| AES/ve 

| be: Mr. Plerre Salinger 
| Tne white Hcuse 
᾿ 
| 


be: Ms, Clayton Fritcney 


